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Secular Franciscan Herald 

How Long, O Lord: Evening Prayer of Lamentation 
Sr. Calista Robinson, OSF (used with permission) 

   I am a member of the Black Catholic Ministry 
Commission of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. We met on 
June 8 to discuss the regular agenda items and to share 
our feelings of sadness, anger and shock over the deaths 
of African Americans (George Floyd, Dreasjon “Sean” Reed 
and Breonna Taylor) by the police. The Commission 
Members decided to write a statement addressed to 
Archbishop Jerome Listecki expressing their strong 
concerns regarding the brutal death of George Floyd and 
other African Americans by the police. The Black Catholic 
Ministry Commission offered to participate in dialogues 
that will add voice and positive action throughout the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee and in our communities. The 
statement also included six concrete actions that could be 
done to lessen the risks of fatal encounters between 
officers and the people in our communities whom they are 
sworn to serve and protect.  
   Besides writing a statement, some representatives from 
the Commission met with the Director of Worship of the 
Archdiocese to plan an Evening Prayer of Lamentation to 
be held on June 25 at the Cathedral of St. John the 
Evangelist in Milwaukee.  Archbishop Listecki was the 
presider at the Evening Prayer. Those invited to the prayer 
service included the two Auxiliary Bishops, representatives 
from various parishes, the Central City Catholic Parishes, 
the Black Catholic Ministry Commission, the Director of 
Black Catholic and Ethnic Ministries, Chief of Police 
Alfonso Morales and other Milwaukee County Officials. 
   The Psalms, music readings, homily by Archbishop 
Listecki, candlelight procession joining those who were 
holding vigil outside the Cathedral and the tolling of the 
bells for 8 minutes and 46 seconds all contributed to the 
lamenting of the evils of racial injustice. Many participants 
commented that the prayer service was powerful, 
prayerful, very moving and that it was not only an evening 
of lamenting the evils of separation and isolation, but it 
was also an evening of resolution.  

(Submitted because of the positive action taken) 
Sr. Mary Ann Capizzo, OSF, SA 

Francis' Mystical Marriage,Francis  

The Journey and the Dream  

by Murray Bodo 
  To speak of love had never been difficult for Francis until Christ 

stole his heart. Then there was something so sacred about their 

relationship that all love became love caught up in Jesus. 

  When he heard the Gospel read at Mass, it was Jesus speaking 

directly to him, and every word was a love-word. He swallowed each 

word and assimilated it into his whole being. He wanted to become 

one with the Word, to make literally his own the Word of God. This 

Word of God was its own message, because Jesus was the Word and 

by becoming a man, he had put flesh onto His own message of love. 

He was the Word. So, when Francis heard the Gospels read aloud, it 

was as if Jesus Himself were entering his ears and filling his whole 

self with His presence. And the word he listened to took on flesh in 

Francis himself. 

  The demands of Jesus were hard, but to Francis they were love-

requests and the harder they seemed, the more elated he was that Jesus 

should ask him. It was a privilege far surpassing any gift that earthly 

lovers gave one another. And Francis basked in the sunlight and 

pleasure of Jesus' company. Had the Lord asked nothing of him, he 

would have felt small and neglected like a knight who is not trusted 

with great feats but must be satisfied with helping orphans and 

widows while the great knights were away fighting huge battles to 

secure good in the land. 

  He knew Jesus loved him because He made such terrible demands of 

him, the most difficult of which were the invitations all through the 

Gospels to leave everyone and everything for His sake. But the more 

Francis renounced, the more he possessed, pressed down and flowing 

over. It seemed that Jesus wanted Francis to give up everything so that 

He could have the joy of returning it as a gift to Francis. That way 

Jesus could keep handing back what Francis had first given Him, and 

there would be an eternal effort to outdo one another in selflessness. 

They understood each other and were becoming one flesh in a manner 

that man and woman could never duplicate. And that was love as 

Francis had hoped it would be. 

  So celibacy for Francis was not something sterile and barren, and he 

never thought of celibacy anyway, but of virginity, which was more 

positive and implied something you chose for the Kingdom rather than 

something you endured because of your role in the church. Virginity 

brought fullness to Francis because, in renouncing marriage, he did 

not shrink as a person but grew in his capacity to love more and more 

people. He moved in a world much larger than the family. 

  Besides, his identification with Jesus was so absolute and literal that 

he could never be anything other than a virgin like Christ. Francis 

thought that Jesus' own virginity made possible His total love for him, 

and vice versa. And the paradox in Francis' life was that his exclusive 

love for Jesus was at the same time inclusive of all humanity. Again, 

what he had renounced had come rushing down in waterfalls of new 

capacities for love and giving. And the pool of self was constantly 

refilled with the fresh and clean water of love that flowed out of 

Francis in countless streams of attention, affection, and service of 

others. The living waters of Jesus had become his own, and he thereby 

became a reservoir of unselfish love for all creatures.  How do you see 

the Gospels in your life?  Do you swallow each word as Francis did, 

or do you breeze over them and not truly listen? 

 Janice Rybaski, minister. 
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Calendar of Events 

September 2020-month of the Holy Cross 
3rd-St Gregory the Great, Pope & Doctor of the 
Church, died 604  
4th-profession anniversary-Ann Lochner, Charlotte 
VanRisseghem, Kay Voegtle 
Feast of St Rose of Viterbo, virgin, Franciscan Third 
Order Secular, died 1252 
8th-Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
9th-profession anniversary-Claudia Barnier, Jan 
Rybaski, Sue Zenzen 
Feast of St Peter Claver, Apostle of the Negroes, 
died 1654 
12th-profession anniversary-Lorraine Burns, Elvira 
Stumpf 
Feast of The Most Holy Name of Mary 
14th-profession anniversary-David Czech 
Feast of The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
15th-Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows 
17th-Feast of the Stigmatization of St Francis of 
Assisi 
18th-Feast of St Joseph of Cupertino, priest, 
Conventual, died 1664 
21st-Feast of St Matthew, Apostle, a Levite, died 
First century 
23rd-Feast of St Pio of Petrelcino, priest, Capuchin 
religious, died 1968 
29th-Feast of Sts Michael, Gabriel & Raphael, 
Archangels 
30th-Feast of St Jerome, bible scholar and translator, 
died 420 
October 2020-month of the Holy Rosary and the 
Holy Angels 
1st-birthday-Pam Geyer 
Feast of St Therese of the Child Jesus, Virgin & 
Doctor of the Church, died 1897 
2nd-Feast of the Holy Guardian Angels 
3rd birthday-Janice Rybaski 
4th-Feast of St Francis, founder of the Franciscan 
order, died 1226 
6th-Feast of St Bruno, founder of the Carthusian 
Order, died 1101 
7th-Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary 
15th-Feast of St Teresa of Avila, Discalced Carmelite 
mystic & Doctor of the Church, died 1582 
16th-Feast of St Margaret Mary Alacoque, Virgin & 
mystic, called “Saint of the Sacred Heart”, died 1690 
20th-Feast of St Paul of the Cross, founder of the 
Passionists, died 1775 
22nd-birthday-Karen Gross 
Feast of St John Paul II, Pope, died 2005 
26th-birthday-Lorraine Burns 
28th-Feast of Sts Simon & Jude, Apostles 

Saint John Paul II 
   Born in Wadowice, Poland, Karol Jozef Wojtyla had lost his mother, 
father, and older brother before his 21st birthday. Karol’s promising 
academic career at Krakow’s Jagiellonian University was cut short by 
the outbreak of World War II. While working in a quarry and a 
chemical factory, he enrolled in an “underground” seminary in 
Kraków. Ordained in 1946, he was immediately sent to Rome where 
he earned a doctorate in theology. 
   Back in Poland, a short assignment as assistant pastor in a rural 
parish preceded his very fruitful chaplaincy for university students. 
Soon Fr. Wojtyla earned a doctorate in philosophy and began 
teaching that subject at Poland’s University of Lublin. Communist 
officials allowed Wojtyla to be appointed auxiliary bishop of Kraków 
in 1958, considering him a relatively harmless intellectual. They could 
not have been more wrong! 
   Bishop Wojtyla attended all four sessions of Vatican II and 
contributed especially to its Pastoral Constitution on the Church in 
the Modern World. Appointed as archbishop of Kraków in 1964, he 
was named a cardinal three years later. 
   Elected pope in October 1978, he took the name of his short-lived, 
immediate predecessor. Pope John Paul II was the first non-Italian 
pope in 455 years. In time, he made pastoral visits to 124 countries, 
including several with small Christian populations. 
   John Paul II promoted ecumenical and interfaith initiatives, 
especially the 1986 Day of Prayer for World Peace in Assisi. He visited 
Rome’s main synagogue and the Western Wall in Jerusalem; he also 
established diplomatic relations between the Holy See and Israel. He 
improved Catholic-Muslim relations, and in 2001 visited a mosque in 
Damascus, Syria. 
   The Great Jubilee of the Year 2000, a key event in John Paul’s 
ministry, was marked by special celebrations in Rome and elsewhere 
for Catholics and other Christians. Relations with the Orthodox 
Churches improved considerably during his papacy. 
   “Christ is the center of the universe and of human history” was the 
opening line of John Paul II’s 1979 encyclical, Redeemer of the 
Human Race. In 1995, he described himself to the United Nations 
General Assembly as “a witness to hope.” 
   His 1979 visit to Poland encouraged the growth of the Solidarity 
movement there and the collapse of communism in central and 
eastern Europe 10 years later. John Paul II began World Youth Day 
and traveled to several countries for those celebrations. He very much 
wanted to visit China and the Soviet Union, but the governments in 
those countries prevented that. 
   One of the most well-remembered photos of John Paul II’s 
pontificate was his one-on-one conversation in 1983, with Mehmet Ali 
Agca, who had attempted to assassinate him two years earlier. 
   In his 27 years of papal ministry, John Paul II wrote 14 encyclicals 
and five books, canonized 482 saints and beatified 1,338 people. In 
the last years of his life, he suffered from Parkinson’s disease and was 
forced to cut back on some of his activities. 
   Pope Benedict XVI beatified John Paul II in 2011, and Pope Francis 
canonized him in 2014.         Franciscanmedia.org 

Prayer For Peace by Pope John Paul II 
O God, Creator of the universe, who extends your paternal concern 
over every creature and guides the events of history to the goal of 
salvation, we acknowledge your fatherly love when you break the 
resistance of mankind and, in a world torn by strife and discord, you 
make us ready for reconciliation. Renew for us the wonders of your 
mercy: send forth your Spirit that He may work in the intimacy of 
hearts, that enemies may begin to dialogue, that adversaries may 
shake hands and peoples may encounter one another in harmony. 
May all commit themselves to the sincere search for true peace which 
will extinguish all arguments, for charity which overcomes hatred, for 
pardon which disarms revenge. Amen. 
 


